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From the Interim Executive Director, Deanne Glynn                                                               
 
Another Successful Year! 
 
 How wonderful it was to see and hear members in action at the 2017 Minnesota School 
Employees Association Delegate Assembly.  It is always energizing to see members come together 
to hear updates, debate resolutions, make decisions for the organization, and to see members step up 
to partake in state leadership.  The MSEA Delegate Assembly is a prime example of member 
empowerment. 
 
 
 At this time of the year school employees have one focus, to get through the final few weeks 
of school.  The year that seemed to move so slowly is all of a sudden coming to a close and we start 
to question, where did this year go?  Are my students ready to move on to another grade?  Are the 
job placements for next year going to be released before school is out?  Will the equipment and 
supplies be ordered and arrive on time for the beginning of next year? All typical thoughts for the 
end of a year, but remember to take a minute to show gratitude to students, coworkers, and 
yourselves for another successful school year. 
 
 
 Summer is a time to reflect for a bit, rejuvenate a bunch, and to start preparing for the 
upcoming year.  What better way than to attend trainings that will assist you in your job duties, your 
private life, and with your role within MSEA. Be sure to take advantage of some of the free 
opportunities for training through MSEA.  Some of them include Treasury/Budget Training 
presented by Dale Tennison, Learning Positive Life Skills with Theresa Rose at the August Rally or 
Leadership Training by MSEA Staff.  All of these events are offered to you at no charge as a benefit 
for being an MSEA Member. Take advantage of the tools to help you become an empowered 
member today! 
 
 
In Unity, 
 
Deanne Glynn 
 
 
 



MSEA Board Biz                                                                                                                                      
At its April 21, 2017 meeting, MSEA’s Board of Directors: 
 

¥ Heard updates on implementation and schedule of UnionWare 
 

¥ Discussed process for the next three year strategic plan 
 

¥ Informed of changes with vendors that MSEA uses 
 

¥ Presented with the new process of sending versions of member rosters to local leadership on a 
monthly basis 

 
¥ Approved opening of savings accounts for units that do not have local checking accounts, to 

house award money in a units name, but under control of MSEA 
 

¥ Viewed August Rally Invite 
 

¥ Reviewed negotiation reports 
 

¥ Updated on what is occurring in units 
 

¥ Heard final 2017 Delegate Assembly plans 
 
 
 
2017  MSEA  Delegate Assembly Wrap Up                                                                                                    

A total of 95 Delegates, Alternates, Board, Guests, and Staff attended this year’s Delegate 

Assembly. Thirty-three school districts were represented this year. MSEA wants to give a 

SHOUT OUT to the Edina District on attending their first ever Delegate Assembly!!  

 

This year the DA was located at the Grandview Lodge in Nisswa, MN surrounded by beautiful 

Gull Lake where Delegates, Alternates, Board, Guests, and Staff stayed in a variety of cabins, 

villas, and townhomes, and rooms in the main lodge.  

 

The Friday banquet theme was “A Biker Rally” with members dressing up in their leather 

jackets, chaps, bandanas, and biker boots. Everyone looked great who dressed up and 

participated. A great big thank you to Moorhead for hosting the banquet.  

 

After dinner the awards presentation took place and the winners were announced.  

 

Congratulations to all recipients!! 

 
 
 
 



Award Recipients: 
  

Sue Ezell Leadership Award: Henry “Hank” Wessel, Alexandria, Driver 
  

Newsletter of the Year: Minnetonka 
 
100% Full Membership:  

Austin-Food Service 
  Breckenridge- Sec/Para/Food Service 
  Crookston- Wall to Wall 
  Grygla- Wall to Wall 
  Kittson Central- Wall to Wall 
  Little Falls- Accounting 
  Little Falls- Specialist 
  Murray County Central- Cooks/Custodians 
  Rushford/Peterson- Custodians 

 
Nancy Crippen Education Scholarship: 

Members:      Depdendents: 
Elizabeth Bloom- Shakopee  Kyle Johnson- Bemidji 
Rachel Van Dyke- Worthington  Carley Ahern- Bemidji 

   Lynn Fountain- Shakopee   Rachel Steinberg- Centennial 
         Jacob Dion- Centennial 
         Ryan Kahnke- Shakopee 
         Joshua Theis- Shakopee 
         Devin Homer- Windom 
 
 
On Saturday, two resolutions were passed:  1) Approving the MSEA Board’s actions since 
the 2016 DA; 2) Articles of Incorporation- Resolution to update the Minnesota School 
Employees Association registered address from 190 E 5th St, #750, St. Paul, MN 55101 to 
it’s current address of 10 River Park Plaza, #810, St. Paul, MN 55107. 
 
 
Board election results: 
 President (2 yrs)  Amy Woodford, Shakopee effective immediately 
 Vice President (1 yr) Laurie Larsen, Little Falls  effective immediately 
 Treasurer (3 yrs)  Sue Fresonke, Perham            effective immediately 

Director (3 yrs)  Wendy Derhaag, Shakopee effective immediately 
 Director (3 yrs)  Rebekah Gaiovnik, SW Metro effective immediately 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SAVE THE DATE:  August Rally at RuttgerÕs Bay Lake Lodge                                                                                                                           
August 8-9th is MSEA’s annual August Rally held at the historic Ruttger’s 
Bay Lake Lodge. Get ready to be inspired and motivated and have fun 
while doing it with this year’s keynote speaker Theresa Rose: Mindfulness 
Expert. What is mindfulness you say and how can it help me in my job, in 
my every day life, well come to the August Rally and find out!! Check out 

the link for the personal message Theresa Rose made just for MSEA at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r48jUjuCoTg&feature=youtu.be.Get an inside 
look of Theresa Rose on her website at www.theresarose.com or pick up one of her 
three books at your local bookstore. Registration begins May 1st. Log on to the 
MSEA website to register. If you have any questions please contact ReNee Pettis at 
651-288-7412 or renee@msea-mn.com.  
    
 
ACCESS TO SAVINGS……………..$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$                                                                 
Looking for some deals?? Want to take a vacation and need a hotel to stay at? Tired of 
cooking dinner for the kids and want to eat out? Want to see a movie? Does summer shopping 
call your name? Summertime is a great time to find those deals but you have ACCESS to 
these types of deals ALL YEAR ROUND!!! Log onto Access to Savings today and find great 
deals now. Not sure how?  
 
Step 1: Go to the MSEA Website (www.msea-mn.com) and login 
 
Step 2: Once you’ve logged on click on the “for members” heading and click on 
“Member Benefits” 
 
Step 3: Click on the link that says Access to Savings and it will take you to their website 
 
Step 4: Click on either register if you have never created an account with Access to 
Savings or sign-in if you have already created an account. (If it has been more than a year 
since you have logged-in you will have to re-register as when you try to login it will say your 
account is expired) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From all of us at MSEA enjoy your summer break!! We made it!!! 



 
 
 
 
                        Coming Soon……Memberlink………Brought to you by Unionware                                                                                                           
MSEA at the end of May Õ17 will be switching the software that we use in the office to keep our 
records. One of the features through our new database software called Unionware is 
Memberlink. Memberlink will give members the ability to update their own personal information 
such as their email and address without having to contact the MSEA office or your Field Rep. 
You will also be able to reset your login information and actually have it work!! Members will be 
able to self register for events, view their dues and dues payments, contracts, operating 
policies, etc. We are really excited about this software update in office and being able to offer 
our members MORE!! Stayed tuned for updates on when Memberlink will be up and running!!  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Core TrainingsÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ ÉÉÉÉ.  
MSEAÕs fall CORE Trainings will both be held in October as the booking of the dates took into 
account the Deer Hunting opener. We know how much our members love their hunting. The 
Southern CORE Training will be held first this year instead of the Northern CORE Training 
being held first as has been tradition in previous years. The focus of the CORE Trainings is still 
being determined and MSEA will give an update later on during the summer months. We hope 
to see you there!! 
 

South CORE Training - Mankato - October 6-7, 2017 
North CORE Training - Detroit Lakes - October 27-28, 2017 

 
 
Retiring???                                                                                                                                        
If you are a member and you are retiring whether its during the school year or at the end of the 
school year let MSEA know. Please wait till you have officially retired before notifying MSEA of 
this change. Contact either Elizabeth Pretzel- Administrative Assistant at 651-288-7410 or 
elizabeth@msea-mn.com or Dale Tennison- Financial Data Entry Specialist at 651-288-7414 
or dale@msea-mn.com with this change.  A MSEA retiree gift of $25 is available for members 
who have worked for their school district at least 4 years and: 
 

1. Are least 50 years old, or 
2. Have applied for Social Security, PERA, or medical disability retirement. 

 
 
 
PERA (Public Employees Retirement Association)                                                                
The MSEA Office receives many calls from members needing information about their 
retirement. For clarification MSEA ONLY handles your UNION DUES, MSEA DOES NOT 
handle anything in relation to your RETIREMENT. If you have questions about retirement, 
retirement plans, etc. please contact PERA (Public Employees Association) and they will be 
able to answer all your questions. Their number is 651-296-7460 or toll free at 1-800-652-
9026. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MSEA 2017 Calendar of Events 

 
May 1  Registration opens for August Rally 
July 19  Board of Directors Meeting - St. Paul 
Aug 8-9 August Rally - RuttgerÕs Bay Lake Lodge  
Oct 6-7 South CORE Training - Mankato 
Oct 27-28 North CORE Training - Detroit Lakes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


